Make an Illustrated Vocabulary Book!
Memorizing new vocabulary can be tough, but getting creative with the
process can be a big help. Here's a great activity to get your child using
imagination and artistic skills to create a handmade vocabulary book,
complete with illustrations!

What You Need:
Paper
Crayons, colored pencils or markers
Pencil or pen
Ruler
Stapler
Your child's vocabulary list

What You Do:
1. Set aside one sheet of paper for each new word that is to be introduced or practice.
2. Place the pages in a stack and fold them all into half to form a booklet. Staple the folded edge so
that the pages hold together.
3. Open your booklet to the first two-page spread. At the top of the left-hand page, have your child
write the first vocabulary word on her list.
4. Next, your child should use her drawing supplies to illustrate the word. Her interpretation can be
straightforward or abstract, just as long as she is applying her knowledge of what the word
means.
5. When she has finished her first drawing, have her write a sentence that correctly uses the new
vocabulary word on the top of the right-hand page.
6. She should then use the rest of the right-hand page to illustrate the sentence. For instance, if the
sentence is something like “Lighthouses help ships know where land is so that they don't run into
things,” she might draw a lighthouse with a ship, a ship run aground, or a sailor looking through a
telescope. Here she can let her imagination and creativity free!
7. Write and illustrate the rest of her vocabulary words on the remaining page spreads of the booklet.
This doesn't have to happen all in one day: in fact, you can use a blank notebook or simply keep
adding to her handmade booklet to make an illustrated vocabulary book containing all her fourth
grade vocabulary!
© Copyright 2006-2012 Education.com All Rights Reserved.

