Fun With Math Facts
Trying to find another way to make practicing math facts fun? Here's a
simple activity that gives your child the chance to break a "secret code" (in
pasta form) using only a few clues. Can she solve these math mysteries?
This game is a fun and easy way to practice addition and reinforce basic
math concepts.

What You Need:
Large bowl
Variety of different pasta shapes (uncooked)
Laminated piece of tag board or cardstock inside of a sheet
protector
Erasable marker
Small scoop
Paper napkins
Some blank paper and a pencil

What You Do:
1. Fill the bowl with a variety of uncooked pasta shapes.
2. Attach a sample of each shape to the laminated piece of tag board. With the erasable marker,
label the tag board “Pasta Values”.
3. Create a pasta code, assigning one numeric value to each different shape. For instance, if you
have three different pasta shapes, the first shape can have a value of 2; the second, a value of 4;
and the third, a value of 6.
4. Once the game is set up, it's time to play. With the scoop, have your child scoop some of the
pasta into a napkin.
5. Have her use the "Pasta Value" code to find out the total value of the pasta she has on her
napkin. If she is not able to mentally calculate it, give her a piece of paper and a pencil for her to
write the problem out.
6. After a few rounds, change the value of the pasta to give her more puzzles to solve! As your child
progresses, make the game harder by telling her the total value and only one of the pasta values
to see if she can figure out what the other values are.
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