Father's Day Rebus Puzzle
Looking for a unique Father’s Day card or poster to make with your child?
This one will double as a card and an exercise in playing with words. More
importantly, it will make Dad laugh!

What You Need:
Construction paper
Magazines
Scissors
Glue
Markers, crayons, pens

What to Do:
1. Explain to your child that a rebus is a message that you send in
pictures. Give your child an example of a rebus by drawing an eye, a heart, and the letter “U” on a
piece of paper. Ask your child to figure out the hidden message and explain that you'll be making a
Father’s Day card using the same technique.
2. Help your child think about the type of message she'd like to send Dad for Father’s Day. Does she
want to thank him? Tell him how much she loves him? Tell him what a great dad he is?
3. Give your child the magazines and help her find at least two pictures that might fit into the
message that she wants to make. These pictures should have several letters of a word that might
work well on the card. For example, a picture of a cluster of grapes might make her think of using
the word “great,” or a picture of a vest might make her think of using the word “best.” Make sure to
point out that you can add or subtract letters from a word in a rebus. For example, you might write
B + [picture of a vest] – V to make the word “best.”
4. Show your child how to map out the message she wants on her card. To do this make a draft:
write out each of the pictures that you've found and make a sentence around them. Brainstorm
other pictures or single letters and abbreviations you can use to spell out the rest of the sentence.
If you can’t think of any way to represent a message with letters, numbers or pictures, change it
slightly until you can.
5. Cut out the pictures from the magazine as well as any large letters or numbers you'll need for your
message, and place them on the construction paper. If you can’t find any of the pictures that you
want, your child can draw them around the magazine clippings in the correct spots.
6. Glue the magazine pictures into the correct places on the message. Add plus and minus signs
between the pictures, letters and numbers as you need them.
7. Place the message on Dad’s chair or simply let your child hand it to him on Father’s Day. Dad will
enjoy figuring out the secret message your child has written him!
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